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CLAIMS 



1. (Original) A method for indicating that an electronic device is operating in a selected 
mode, wherein the electronic device comprises at least one hand operatively coupled to an 
actuation mechanism, the method comprising the steps of: 

(a) moving the hand from a first position to a second position, wherein the 
movement of the hand is through a predetermined sweep angle; 

(b) moving the hand from the second position back to the first position through 
the predetermined sweep angle; and 

(c) repeating at least step (a) and if necessary, repeating step (b), wherein the 
hand oscillates between the first position and the second position while the electronic 
device is operating in the selected mode; 

(d) calibrating the hand so that the second position becomes a new first 



(e) moving the hand from the new first position to a new second position, 
wherein the movement of the hand is through a predetermined sweep angle; 

(f) moving the hand from the new second position back to the new first 
position through the predetermined sweep angle; and 

(g) repeating at least step (e) and if necessary, repeating step (f), wherein the 
hand oscillates between the new first position and the new second position while the 
electronic device is operating in the selected mode. 

2. (Original) The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the hand repeatedly sweeps 
through an arc that is less than n/2 radians. 

3. (Cancelled) 

4. (Original) The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the step of calibrating the hand 
so that the second position becomes a new first position occurs after the passage of an 
interval period of time. 

{WI2S3203;2} 7 



PAGE 4/10 * RCVD AT 7/W2005 2:46:19 PM [Eastern DayOght TimeJ * SVR:USPT<«FXRF-1I4 * DNIS:8729306 f CS!D^12035752600 * DURATION (mm-ss):02.34 



position; 



Jul-05-2005 14:47 Frora-CARMQDY & TORRANCE +12035752600 T-982 P. 005/010 F-1 

US. Serial No. 10/730,200 Docket No. AO700A 

Filed: December 5, 2003 Examiner: Vit W. Miska 



5. (Original) The method as claimed in claim 4, wherein the interval period of time is one 
(!) minute. 

6. (Original) The method as claimed in claim I, wherein the step of moving the hand 
from the new first position to a new second position occurs after the passage of an interval 
period of time. 

7. (Original) The method as claimed in claim 4, wherein the step of moving the hand 
between the new first position and the new second position occurs at about every one 
second. 

8. (Original) The method as claimed in claim 6, wherein the step of moving the hand 
from the new second position back to the new first position occurs after the passage of the 
interval period of time. 

9. (Original) The method as claimed in claim 8, wherein the interval period of time is .5 
seconds. 

10. (Original) The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the hand oscillates between the 
first position and the second position at a predetermined oscillation rate. 

11. (Original) The method as claimed in claim I, wherein the electronic device comprises 
a dial on which there are numerical indicating indicia, and the second position is greater in 
numerical value than the first position, the method comprising the steps of: 

providing that if the selected mode is a countdown mode, then: 

the numerical value associated with the first position is greater than 
the numerical value associated with the second position; and 

providing that if the selected mode is a count up mode, than: 

the numerical value associated with the first position is less than the 
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numerical value associated with the second position. 

12. (Currently Amended) The method as claimed in claim 1, comprising the steps of: 

terminating the a timer and moving the hand to the first position if the hand was 
previously positioned at the second position. 

13. (Original) The method as claimed i n claim 12, including the steps of: 

determining that the electronic device is no longer operating in the selected mode; 

and 

parking the hand at the first position. 

14. (Original} The method as claimed in claim 13, wherein the step of parking ihe hand at 
the first position comprises the step of: 

moving the hand from the second position back to the first position if the hand is 
not at the first position when the electronic device is determined to no longer be operating 
in the selected mode, or 

maintaining the hand at the first position if the hand is at the first position when the 
electronic device is determined to no longer be operating in the selected mode. 

15. (Original) The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein steps (b) and (c) occur without 
actuations of a pusher or a crown by a user. 

16. (Currently Amended) An electronic device that is operable in a plurality of modes 
one of which is a selected mode, wherein the electronic device includes at least one 
indicating hand for indicating that the electronic device is operating in the selected mode, 
wherein the electronic device comprises: 

a selector for selecting the selected mode^ 

a dial having a dial side and an actuation mechanism side; and the indicating hand 
is movable about an axis and positioned on the dial side of the dial; 

a oontrollor for controlling th e froquoncy of osoillation of th e ono indicating han dy 

»n nntnnnnn Trt<tfrVi nnTf?mj opagO*Wftl»4 ™"p1f»ri fh^ rtrmrrn 11 rrr, for moving th ft 
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indicating hand back and forth from a first position to q oocond poaition and from tho 
sooond position baok to tho first poaition at the fr e quency, whoroin tho indicator hun4 
oscillatQQ botwoott tho first position and tho socond position vvhilo tho e l e ctronic dovioo is 
operating in tho solootod mode 
means for. 

controlling the frequency of oscillation of the at least one indicating 

hand: 

moving the hand from a first position to a second position through a 
first predetermined sweep angle, moving the hand from the second position 
back to the first position through the first predetermine d sweep angle and 
a gain at least moving the hand from the first position to the second position. 
wherein the hand oscillates between the first position and the second 
pps ftion while the electronic device is operating in the selected mode: 

calibrating the hand so thq| % s econd position becomes a new first 
position: and 

moving the hand from the new first position to a new second 
position through a second predetermined sweep angle, moving the hand 
from the new second position back to the new first position through the 
second predetermined sweep angle and again a t least moving the hand from 
the new first position to the new second position, wherein the hand 
oscillates between the new first position and the new second position while 
the electronic device is operating in the selected mode: 
whereby the movement of the indicating hand indicates that the electronic device is 
operating in the selected mode. 

17. (Currently Amended) The electronic device as claimed in claim 16, wherein the 
actuation moohnniom means comprises a stepper motor that itself comprises a rotor, the 
stepper motor operatively coupled to the controller, for stepping in clockwise and 
counterclockwise directions in predefined increments while the electronic device is 
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operating in the selected mode; 

wherein the rotor of the stepper motor is operatively coupled to the at least one 
indicating hand, and wherein the rotation of the rotor causes the movement of the at least 
one indicating hand, 

18. (Original) The electronic device as claimed in claim 17, wherein the indicator hand 
has a gear train operatively coupled thereto, wherein the rotational activity generated by 
the rotor of the stepper motor is conveyed to the gear train which in turn causes the rotation 
of the indicating hand. 

19. (Currently Amended) The electronic device as claimed in claim 18, wherein the 
controller inoludes means comprises a motor hand control circuit and a central processing 
unit, and wherein the motor hand control circuit receives commands from the central 
processing unit regarding the number of increments and direction of rotation, and wherein 
the motor hand control circuit generates pulsed and phased signals for moving the rotor of 
the stepper motor a desired amount and in a desired direction. 

20. (Original) The elect ronic device as claimed in claim 1 6, comprising: 

at least an hour hand and a minute hand for conveying time of day information; and 
wherein the indicator hand rotates about an axis other than a center axis of the dial. 

21. (Original) The electronic device as claimed in claim 16, wherein the electronic device 
is a wristwatch. 

22. (Currently Amended) The electronic device as claimed in claim 34- 17, wherein the 
actuation moohanism ste pper motor for rotatin g moving the at least one indicator hand is 
not mechanically coupled to the hour hand or minute hand; 

whereby the actuation moohaniom stepper motor can rotate the indicator hand 
independent of the time of day. 



Docket No. AO700A 
Examiner: Vit W. Miska 



(W12532032} 6 

PAGE W RCVD AT 7/5/2005 2:46:19 PM [Eastern Daylight Tine] 1 SVRiUSPTMFXRMfl 1 DN1S:8729306 f 2035752600 ^ DURATION (mm-ss):02-34 



Jul-05-2005 14:48 



Fron-CARMODY & TORRANCE 



+12035752600 



T-982 P. 009/010 F- 



US. Serial No. 10/730,200 Docket No. AO700A 

Filed: December 5, 2003 Examiner: Vit W. Miska 

23. (Currently Amended) The electronic device as claimed in claim 17, wherein the 
stepper motor is bi-directional and the first predetermined sweep angle is at least 
essentially equal to the second predetermined sweep angle. 
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